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together, just at the moment of twelve, (that, it
seems, was the critical time for Satan to be spoke
with,) and called him aloud by his name, telling him
he wanted his immediate attendance in an affair
of the utmost importance.

Now, I say, which of these two was the case at
the beginning of the intercourse between man and
his master, is hard to determine, and would be a
most admirable discovery if the certainty could be
come at, in a manner agreeable to the nature of the
thing, so as it might be depended upon. For my
own part, if I might give my opinion, I should de-
termine it in favour of the Devil, and that mankind
were the aggressors, first sought the acquaintance,
implored his infernal majesty's assistance, proposed
a league or confederacy with him, offensive and de-
fensive, and vowed themselves to be his faith-
ful allies, and to serve him to the utmost of their
power; upon which application, Satan, as power-
ful princes often do? yielded to their importunities,
granted their petition, took them into his protection,
and has been their constant friend and confederate,
on all wicked occasions, ever since.

But there is one difficulty in the way of this opi-
nion, which indeed gives me a shock in the faith of
it, and seems to intimate that it cannot be so, at
least that it cannot be absolutely and fully so in the
largest sense ; and that is, How did mankind come
first to know that there was such a creature as a
Devil in being ? that he was capable of giving them
assistance in the agency of such black designs as
they really wanted his help in ? that he was a spirit
qualified for his correspondence, and that he would,
upon application, give him the assistance he wanted?
And again, if he did know, or that any traditional
memoirs remained with him from the records of
past ages, of the agency of the Devil with old Eve,